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New Delhi: After 38 days of
arguments on cross-appeals
for ownership of the 2.77 acre
Ram Janmabhoomi-Babri
Masjid disputed land in Ayod-
hya, the Muslim parties sug-
gested there was a bias
against them by telling the
Supreme Court that the five-
judge bench had directed all
questions at them while none
were put to Hindu parties.

With three more days to
go before arguments con-
clude, a bench of Chief Jus-
tice of India Ranjan Gogoi
and Justices S A Bobde, D Y
Chandrachud, Ashok
Bhushan and S Abdul Na-
zeer raised questions on the
claim of Muslim parties for
full ownership over the dis-

puted land as they argued
that Hindu parties had nev-
er sought ownership over
the mosque from 1885 till
1989, when the deity through
next friend filed a suit.

Justice Chandrachud
asked what was the implica-
tion of Hindus continuously
worshipping in the
mosque’s outer courtyard
and whether it would
amount to Muslim parties
ceding ownership right over
that part of the mosque. Ap-
pearing for Muslim parties,

advocate Rajeev Dhavan ar-
gued that Hindus were given
only prescriptive right to
worship in the outer cour-
tyard and that could never
amount to ceding title of any
part of the mosque to them.

When the judge put an-
other question about iron
railings being erected inside
the mosque to segregate
worship areas of Hindus
and Muslims, an irked Dha-
van said, “What I like about
this hearing is that all ques-
tions are directed at us (Mus-

lim parties) and none to
them (Hindu parties).”

Taken aback, Justice
Chandrachud said Dhavan’s
remark was “completely un-
warranted”. But Dhavan re-
torted, “It is not unwarrant-
ed though I am duty bound to
answer the questions put by
the bench.” Dhavan may not
have been correct in casting
aspersions at the bench as the
judges had repeatedly ques-
tioned propositions and ar-
guments of advocates K Pa-
rasaran, C S Vaidyanathan
and P N Mishra, who ap-
peared for Hindu parties, and
advocate Sushil Jain, who ap-
peared for Nirmohi Akhara.

In the afternoon session,
Justice Chandrachud ap-
peared unmindful of Dha-
van’s earlier comment and
continued to pose questions.
“Prayers were offered regu-
larly till December 22-23,
1949, when the mosque was
desecrated by surreptitious
placing of idols under the
central dome,”Dhavan said.

Full report on www.toi.in

Judge: Remark
‘Completely

Unwarranted’

Muslim parties ask SC: Why
all questions directed at us?

New Delhi: The CBI on Mon-
day challenged in the Supreme
Court the findings of Delhi HC
that former Union finance
minis ter P Chidambaram, ar-

rested in the INX
Media case, was
not a flight risk
and could not
tamper with evi-
dence. The SC
agreed to hear

the CBI plea on Tuesday, along
with the appeal filed by Chida-
mbaram, challenging the high
court’s September 30 verdict
denying him bail in the case.

Though HC had denied bail
to him, it had observed that he
was not a flight risk and could
not tamper with evidence. Chi-
dambaram’s appeal challeng-
ing the HC order dismissing
his bail plea is listed for hear-
ing before a bench of Justice
Banumathi on Tuesday. The
HC had decided Chidamba-
ram’s bail petition on three as-
pects — flight risk, tampering
with evidence and influencing
of witnesses.

A trial court reserved its or-
der on Monday on ED’s plea. PTI

SC to hear CBI’s
plea against
HC’s findings
on PC today 

Aamir.khan2@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: A special court re-
served its order on the plea of
the Enforcement Directorate
seeking the arrest of former
Union minister P Chidamba-
ram after he was produced
from Tihar jail on Monday in
INX Media case.

Solicitor General Tushar
Mehta, representing the ED,
sought permission to — first,
arrest the politician, and then
take him in custody for interro-
gation. For that, Mehta along
with special prosecutors N K
Matta and Amit Mahajan,
moved two applications. Mehta
also argued that the offence of
money laundering was a sepa-
rate and independent offence.
Prior to the SG placing his ar-
guments, advocate Kapil Sibal,
representing Chidambaram,
had argued that if there were
no proceedings with regard to
ED probe pending before court
how could he be brought to
court. “It’s not permitted un-
der law. Under the aegis of the
court, he cannot be produced in
this fashion and then arrested.
It’s the same transaction,” Sib-
al said. He argued that when
Chidambaram wanted to sur-
render before the court, it had
said there were no ED proceed-
ings pending against him.

Full report on www.toi.in

Court reserves
order on 

ED’s plea for
PC’s arrest

Bareilly: The paediatrician
treating the baby girl, who was
found alive in an earthen pitch-
er buried on a cremation
ground here recently, said she
most likely spent over 48 hours
in the grave and burnt brown
fat in her body for survival.

Brown fat or brown adipose
tissue helps infants survive ex-
treme cold by burning fatty
acids and glucose as their body
is too underdeveloped for shiv-
ering thermogenesis. Dr Ravi
Khanna said the baby, whose
umbilical cord had already
fallen, showed signs of life de-
spite her platelet count drop-
ping to 10,000 from a normal
range of 1.5 lakh. “We are try-
ing to maintain her body tem-
perature as it drops randomly
due to absence of fat. Yet, she is
responding to treatment and
showing signs of improve-
ment. We are now feeding her
through a tube and her body
has accepted premature baby
formula as well. However, the
antibiotics and intensive care
will continue till the infection
in her lood is gone,” he added.

Kanwardeep Singh TNN

‘Miracle baby
spent over 

48 hrs in grave’

New Delhi: One of the eight
scientific payloads on board
Chandrayaan-2’s orbiter, cir-
cling the Moon’s orbit at 100
km, has measured solar flares
between September 30 and Oc-
tober 1, which will help scien-
tists better understand vari-
ous processes on the sun.

The payload, solar X-ray
monitor, which detected the
flares, is capable of measuring
X-rays emitted by the Sun and
its corona, and can also mea-
sure the intensity of solar radi-
ation. Its primary aim is to pro-
vide X-ray spectrum in the en-
ergy range of 1-15 keV, accord-
ing to Isro. Currently, the solar
cycle is heading towards min-
ima and the sun has been ex-
tremely quiet for the past few
months. Therefore, XSM could
observe a series of small flares
between September 30 and Oc-
tober 1, says an Isro statement.

Surendra Singh TNN

Full report on www.toi.in

Isro orbiter
observes 

solar flares 

Kumar Shakti Shekhar

BB Lal, former director
general of the Archaeo-
logical Survey of India,

and three others linked to
the project have said KK Mu-
hammed was part of the
team that excavated the Ram
Janmabhoomi-Babri Masjid
site at Ayodhya in 1976-77.

“It is a fact that Shri KK
Muhammed was there with
me when I was excavating
the Ram Janmabhoomi area
in Ayodhya,” Lal, 98, wrote
to TOI in an email.

This was in response to a
letter by Syed Ali Rizvi,
chairman, department of
history, Aligarh Muslim
University, published in TOI
on October 12, in which Rizvi
said Muhammed was never
part of Lal’s team. Rizvi was
responding to an interview
‘There is no doubt that a tem-
ple dedicated to Lord Vishnu

existed below Babri Masjid’,
in which Muhammed had
told TOI that he was the only
Muslim archaeologist in the
team led by BB Lal which
had excavated the Ram Jan-
mabhoomi site in 1976-77.

Rizvi countered Muham-
med’s claims by saying that
the latter’s name did not oc-
cur anywhere in reports filed
by BB Lal himself and pub-
lished in the ASI Annual Re-
ports. Howev-
er, apart from
KK Mu-
hammed himself, Lal and at
least three other members of
the team said Muhammed
was part of the team.

Ramakant Chaturvedi,
who retired as director of
Municipal Museum, Gwa-
lior in 2007, said Muhammed
had participated in the exca-
vation at Ayodhya in 1976-77
as a trainee. “Muhammed
was then a student of ASI’s

to Greater Noida.
Ashok Pandey, who re-

tired in 2016 as superintend-
ing archaeologist at Bhopal,
was Muhammed’s class-
mate in School of Archaeol-
ogy. He said Muhammed and
10 other students of the
school were part of the team
which took part in the exca-
vation at Ayodhya in 1976-77. 

He said School of Archae-
ology would admit about 12
candidates for a one-year
post-graduate diploma
course in archaeology every
year. The classes would com-
mence in September-October.
These students would be sent
by ASI for two-month train-
ing in excavation between De-
cember and February every
year as excavations generally
take place in winters, he said.

Pandey, 63, said it was
during this part of training
that they had joined BB Lal
for excavation at Ayodhya.

School of Archaeology at
Delhi,” he said.

Giving details of the ex-
cavations, Chaturvedi, 75,
said they were carried out
under a project called Ar-
chaeology of Ramayan
Sites. The project was led by
BB Lal, who was the ASI DG
from 1968 to 1972 and director
of Indian Institute of Ad-
vanced Studies, Shimla.

Raj Nath Kaw, who retired
as ASI’s chief
photogra-
pher in 2005,

too said Muhammed was
part of the excavation team.
On Muhammed’s name not
figuring in the ASI’s Annual
Reports, he said it was be-
cause the names of trainees
were not included in them.
Kaw said Muhammed was a
student of the School of Ar-
chaeology, which later was
renamed Institute of Archae-
ology and shifted from Delhi

KK Muhammed was with me during
excavation at Ayodhya: ASI ex-DG 

Naresh.Mitra
@timesgroup.com

Guwahati: The death of a
65-year-old inmate of a for-
eigners’ detention centre in
Assam on Sunday has led the
man’s Sonitpur-based fam-
ily to demand that his body
be sent to Bangladesh if au-
thorities cannot restore his
“Indian citizenship”.

Dulal Paul, who died at
Gauhati Medical College
and Hospital of multiple
ailments, had been de-
clared a “Bangladeshi” and
sent to the detention centre
in Sonitpur in 2017. His el-
dest son Ashish, a motor
mechanic at Alisinga in the
same district, said on Mon-
day that he wouldn’t accept
his father’s body till the
government righted the
wrong done to him. “I will
take my father’s body home

only when he is declared an
Indian. My father was sent
to the detention centre in
2017 after he was branded a
Bangladeshi. Now that he is
dead, why is the govern-
ment forcing us to accept
his body? My father died as
a Bangladeshi despite be-
ing an Indian and owning

land here since the 60s. Let
them send his body to Ban-
gladesh,” he said.

Dulal’s family had sold
off a portion of their land to
pay for legal expenses after
he was declared a foreigner
and ordered to be sent to a
detention centre. “We are
poor, but we spent nearly Rs
1.5 lakh on my father’s case.
He was suffering from men-
tal illness and also devel-
oped diabetes later. We tried
everything we could to get
him out,” Ashish said. Du-
lal, who had been shifted to
Guwahati last month for
treatment, is the 26th in-
mate of a foreigners’ deten-
tion centre to die since 2011.

Organisations repre-
senting the state’s Bengali
community blocked roads
at Alisinga in protest
against his death while un-
der detention. 

Send body to B’desh: Kin of
man who died as ‘foreigner’

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: A third consti-
tution bench, after the ones
hearing the Ayodhya and
Kashmir cases, constituted
by Chief Justice of India
Ranjan Gogoi to hear a
bunch of cases relating to
right to fair compensation
in land acquisition has run
into controversy with a
farmers’ body protesting
Justice Arun Mishra head-
ing the new bench.

In 2017, a two-judge
bench led by Justice Mishra
had doubted the correct-
ness of the decision of a
three-judge bench’s 2014 de-
cision in Pune Municipal
Corporation case relating
to fair compensation in land
acquisition and referred
the issue to a three-judge
bench. A three-judge bench
headed by Justice Mishra
on February 8, 2018, had
overruled the Pune Munici-
pal Corporation decision. 

However, another three-
judge bench headed by Jus-
tice Madan Lokur referred
the issue to a five-judge
bench after it was told that
the Pune Municipal Corpo-
ration decision, being ren-
dered by a three-judge
bench, could not have been
overruled by another three-
judge bench. All India Farm-

er Association from Telan-
gana has written a letter to
CJI Gogoi pointing out that
after the matter was referred
to a five-judge bench, it was
duly constituted in 2018 by
the then Chief Justice of In-
dia and that bench did not in-
clude Justice Mishra. 

The matter was heard in
part by that five-judge
bench. Now, the Chief Jus-
tice of India has constituted
another five-judge bench
headed by Justice Mishra to
hear the same issue. 

Farmers’ body protests
Justice Mishra heading

five-judge SC bench

BV.Shivashankar
@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: A Tumakuru cre-
dit co-operative society has
come under the scanner of in-
come-tax department in the
medical seat scam that was un-
earthed following raids on
educational institutions run
by former deputy CM of Kar-
nataka, G Parameshwara.

Investigators said Shiva
Shree Souharda Credit Co-op-
erative Society — with three
branches in Tumakuru and
one in Bengaluru — was the
epicentre of alleged money-
laundering activities. The
medical college management
parked unaccounted money in
the society, sources in the I-T
department said.

During searches on Sidd-
hartha Medical College and
Siddhartha Institute of Medi-
cal Sciences and Research, run
by Parameshwara, a senior I-T
official said they found eight
bank accounts opened in the so-
ciety in the names of employees
of educational institutes. After
scrutiny, officials seized the ac-
counts along with Rs 5 crore in
deposits. Sources said the ac-
cused allegedly opened benami
savings accounts in the names
of employees with documents
they submitted at the time of
joining medical colleges.

Full report on www.toi.in

Parameshwara
case: Co-op

society under
I-T scanner

MATTER IN APEX COURT

Dulal Paul, 65, was declared 
a Bangladeshi and sent to 
a detention centre in 2017

The Supreme Court on
Monday directed the UP

government to provide
adequate security to Sunni
Waqf Board chairman Zufar
Ahmad Faruqi on being
informed by one of the
SC-appointed mediators,
Sriram Panchu, that Faruqi had
received threat to his life. TNN

Provide adequate
security to Waqf
Board head: SC

LAND BUY CASE

ACTION OF 1976-77

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Lucknow: The district ma-
gistrate of UP’s Maharaj-
ganj, Amarnath Upadhyay,
and four other senior offi-
cials were suspended on
Monday for misappropri-
ation of funds by over-re-
porting cattle heads at a cow
shelter. On record, the shel-
ter showed 2,500 cattle, but
only 954 were found during
inspection.

Allahabad municipal
commissioner Dr Ujjwal
Kumar has been appointed
Maharajganj DM.

UP chief secretary R K

Tiwari said the government
had been receiving com-
plaints of anomalies and fi-
nancial irregularities at the
Madhvaliya cow shelter in
Nichlaul tehsil of Maharaj-
ganj district, after which a
committee was set up to
probe the allegations.

It was also found that of
the 500 acres transferred by
the forest department to ani-
mal husbandry department
for operating a cow shelter,
the shelter committee had al-
lowed illegal occupation of
328 acres by farmers, firms
and other individuals, the
chief secretary added.

UP DM suspended for
fudging gaushala data

Jaipur: The Rajasthan gov-
ernment on Monday decided
to withdraw the allowances
being given to those detained
under MISA during the
Emergency imposed by Indi-
ra Gandhi, saying they were
not freedom fighters.

At a meeting of the state
Cabinet chaired by CM Ash-
ok Gehlot, the government
also reversed its decision to
hold direct election for the
posts of mayors and chair-
persons in corporations
and municipalities.

When the Gehlot-led
Congress came to power

last year, it had introduced
direct elections.

The decision to discon-
tinue pension, medical as-
sistance and other benefits
to MISA (Maintenance of
Internal Security Act), DIR
(defence of India) detainees
in the state will save Rs 40
crore annually, according to
a press release issued later.

The MISA detainees
were getting a pension of
Rs 20,000 per month. It was
increased from Rs 12,000 to
Rs 20,000 per month by pre-
vious BJP government in
July 2018. PTI

Raj to withdraw sops for
Emergency detainees

New Delhi: The ED has op-
posed the bail plea of Congress
leader D K Shivakumar in a
money-laundering case in Del-
hi HC. The HC said it will take
up the matter on Tuesday. The
ED submitted that it has filed a
status report on Shivakumar’s
plea. An additional status re-
port was also filed on Monday.
The court also listed the plea
for hearing on Tuesday and
asked the registry to place on
record the additional status re-
port once it is filed. TNN

ED opposes bail
petition of DKS
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chose not to do so,” Sibal said. He

said that there was no separate

transaction in the cases being

probed by the two investigative

agencies and the ED has no power

to arrest because the maximum

period for remand was over.

“There cannot be a remand

after the 15 day period is over

when the act under question here

forms part of the same transac-

tion which the CBI is investigat-

ing. The FIR was registered by the

CBI and then the ECIR was regis-

tered by ED based on that. As long

as the transaction is same, the

offences may be different, there

cannot be an extension of remand

beyond 15 days,” he told the court.

Sibal urged the court to recall

its order by which Tihar authori-

ties were directed to produce Chi-

dambaram before it. “P Chidam-

baram could not have been

brought to the court in this man-

ner. It is contrary to law...”

HT Correspondent
n letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI:  The Supreme Court on

Monday refused to entertain a

fresh public interest litigation

(PIL) seeking its direction to link

12-digit biometric identity num-

ber or Aadhaar number of users

with their social media profiles.

Advocate Ashwini Kumar

Upadhyay’s petition was taken

up by a bench of justices Deepak

Gupta and Aniruddha Bose, and

was not entertained on the

grounds that a similar matter is

pending before the Madras high

court.

“Everything cannot come

before the Supreme Court,” the

bench remarked, though the

judges agreed the matter is of an

important nature. The peti-

tioner, they said, should

approach the high court con-

cerned. As the bench expressed

its inclination to dismiss the peti-

tion, Upadhyay requested the

court to let him withdraw it. As

the court granted him the lib-

erty, Upadhyay can now move

the high court. 

Upadhyay’’s plea has sought a

direction to the government to

link profiles on social media plat-

forms, including those on Face-

book and Twitter, with Aadhaar

and also a direction to the Elec-

tion Commission and the Press

Council of India for suitable

steps to control fake and paid

news.

Justices Gupta and Bose are

already hearing petitions by

social media giants, Facebook

and WhatsApp, seeking transfer

of cases relating to social media

accountability, traceability of

fake news messages and Aad-

haar linkage from various high

courts to the Supreme Court. 

In this matter, the apex court

has given time to the Centre to

place on record its affidavit spell-

ing out a timeline within which it

aims to frame guidelines on the

subject. The bench is slated to

hear the matter on October 22.

The Madras and Madhya Pra-

desh high courts are also hearing

petitions to prevent misuse of

social media and circulation of

fake news. 

SC rejects PIL on linking social 
media accounts with Aadhaar

SATHISH SANA 
MOVES HC
NEW DELHI: Businessman 
Sathish Babu Sana 
approached the Delhi 
High Court on Monday 
seeking quashing of a 
money laundering case, 
allegedly involving him 
and meat exporter Moin 
Qureshi. Sana, a Hydera-
bad-based businessman, 
was arrested by the ED 
and later granted bail by a 
trial court in case relating 
to purported purchase of 
shares worth Rs 50 lakh of 
a company linked to 
Qureshi. He also sought 
quashing of summons 
issued by the ED under 
the PMLA on July 18 & 25.

INDIA TAKES LEAD 
ROLE IN GLOBAL 
PEACE: OM BIRLA 
NEW DELHI :  A well-defined 
international order is imperative 
for a just, peaceful and prosper-
ous world, Lok Sabha Speaker Om 
Birla told the 141st Assembly of 
the Inter Parliamentary Union in 
Belgrade on Monday. He said 
India takes a lead role in promot-
ing international peace and 
security and encourages settle-
ment of international disputes by 
arbitration. Birla observed 
parliaments have a critical role to 
play in passing the necessary 
legislations to give effect to 
international commitments, 
approve budgets for them and to 
honour the governments’ resolve 
on the international arena.

NEW DELHI:  A Delhi court on 
Monday extended the judicial 
custody of Ratul Puri, nephew of 
Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister 
Kamal Nath, till October 25 in a 
money laundering case related to 
the alleged AgustaWestland 
chopper scam. Special judge 
Arvind Kumar sent Puri to jail 
after the Enforcement Directorate 
moved an application seeking the 
judicial custody of Puri. “Accused 
is remanded to judicial custody till 
October 25, 2019,” the judge said. 
The court further said the counsel 
for Puri has moved an application 
for permitting him to carry 
documents related to proceed-
ings with him to Tihar Jail in order 
to efficiently present his defence.

shortstories

CUSTODY OF 
NATH NEPHEW 
EXTENDED 

HT Correspondent 
n letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI:  A Delhi court will on

Tuesday pronounce its order on

an Enforcement Directorate (ED)

plea seeking former finance min-

ister P Chidambaram’s arrest

and interrogation in the INX

Media money laundering case.

“I will pass the orders on the

applications tomorrow [Tues-

day],” special judge Ajay Kumar

Kuhar said on Monday after

hearing arguments over the plea.

Chidambaram, 74, is in judicial

custody until October 17 in the

INX Media corruption case that

the Central Bureau of Investiga-

tion (CBI) has filed.

Earlier, Solicitor General Tus-

har Mehta, who appeared for the

ED, cited the Supreme Court

observation that Chidambaram’s

custodial interrogation is neces-

sary. He said that money launder-

ing is a separate offence while

moving an application for Chi-

dambaram’s arrest and remand.

Chidambaram’s lawyer, Kapil

Sibal, opposed the plea. “The CBI

has already sought his custody

for investigating payment and

companies abroad, which the ED

wants to probe now... Yes, the

Supreme Court said that they

[ED] could arrest him. But they

E D  P L E A

Court to rule on 
PC’s arrest today

n P Chidambaram

LUCKNOW:  Authorities on Mon-

day denied the Vishwa Hindu

Parishad (VHP) and Ram Jan-

mabhoomi Nyas (RJN) permis-

sion to light earthen diyas in the

Ram Janmabhoomi-Babri Mas-

jid complex on Diwali.

Faizabad’s divisional com-

missioner Manoj Mishra, how-

ever, assured that all the vedic

rituals will be allowed to be fol-

lowed there as per tradition on

the festival.  Mishra told a VHP

and RJN delegation that no new

activity could be allowed at the

disputed site due to the Supreme

Court’s directives. “All rituals

that are followed traditionally at

the site will continue like previ-

ous years. But due to Supreme

Court’s directives, no new activ-

ity could be allowed at the site,”

Mishra told the delegation. 

Satyendra Das, the head

priest of Ram Janmabhoomi, has

been performing puja at the site

for the last 26 years. “On every

Diwali, 51 lamps are lit at the

Ram Janmabhoomi and every

ritual is performed. This year

also I will perform all rituals on

Diwali,” said Das.

Sharad Sharma, VHP’s

regional spokesperson said:

“The commissioner has assured

us that we will be duly allowed to

follow all traditional rituals at

Lord Ram’s birthplace on

Diwali.” HTC

VHP plea to light 
lamps at Ayodhya 
site denied 

hawan and his son Sarang in the

past one week.

“Documents relating to pur-

chase of 2,112 acre of land have

been found. Value of land varies

between ₹1.5 crore to ₹5 crore per

acre. Verification of land details

is in progress. The present value

of the said land is likely to be more

than ₹300 crore,” the statement

said. Subsequently, the docu-

ments reveal that Wadhawans

acquired 160 acre land worth ₹125

crore in Sindhurdurg (Maha-

rashtra), 72 acre land worth ₹70

crore in Kukatpally (Hyderabad),

80 acres land worth ₹110 crore in

Greater Noida, one bungalow

worth ₹110 crore in Mumbai, a

HT Correspondent
n letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI : The enforcement

directorate (ED) on Monday said

it has seized and identified assets

worth ₹3,830 crore belonging to

promoters of HDIL (Housing

Development and Infrastructure

Ltd) in the Punjab and Maharash-

tra Cooperative (PMC) Bank

scandal. Several assets, including

80 unencumbered properties in

and around Mumbai, are being

assessed, the agency said in a

statement.

The ED recovered hundreds of

documents during raids at the

premises of Rakesh Kumar Wad-

lavish farm house in Alibaug

worth ₹80 crore, a 5-acre farm

house worth ₹60-70 acre and two

overseas properties in the UAE

and the UK.

It is alleged that Wadhawans,

in collusion with PMC Bank MD

Joy Thomas, availed loans in

fraudulent manner. Mumbai

Police had arrested Wadhawans

and Thomas earlier this month.

Meanwhile,  the RBI on Mon-

day enhanced withdrawal limit

for customers of PMC Bank to

₹40,000 per account from ₹25,000

for six months. 

Earlier in the day, the RBI gov-

ernor assured that customers’

interest would be protected.

P M C  B A N K  S C A N D A L

ED seizes, identifies properties 
worth ₹3,830 crore of HDIL

NEW DELHI:  The Delhi High Court

asked the Centre on Monday to

respond to a PIL which has

alleged that the Indian Penal

Code does not protect trans peo-

ple from “unnatural” and other

sexual crimes.  A bench of Chief

Justice DN Patel and Justice C

Hari Shankar issued notice to the

Ministry of Law and Justice and

sought its stand on the plea by a

lawyer who has challenged the

Constitutional validity of section

377 (unnatural offence) of the IPC.

The petition has contended

that “the IPC 1860, does not pro-

vide any protection to ‘transgen-

der’ or third gender when an

unnatural offence is committed

against them”. PTI

HC seeks Centre’s 
reply on protection  
of trans people

the 2.77-acre disputed land in

Ayodhya be partitioned equally

among the three parties — the

Sunni Waqf Board, the Nirmohi

Akhara and “Ram Lalla Viraj-

man”.

The Supreme Court which is

hearing the case on a daily basis

will conclude the same on Octo-

ber 17. The court on Monday

directed the Uttar Pradesh gov-

ernment to provide adequate

security cover to chairman of the

Central Sunni Wakf Board, Zafar

Ahmed Farooqi. 

The order comes on a letter

written to the Chief Justice of

India Gogoi by senior advocate

Sri Ram Panchu, a member of the

court appointed mediation panel,

who apprised the top court of a

security threat to the Sunni Waqf

HT Correspondent 
n letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI:  As the hearing in the

Ram Janmabhoomi-Babri Mas-

jid title dispute case entered its

final leg in the Supreme Court,

the Muslim side on Monday cau-

tioned the court not to “go into the

legitimacy of the actions of

Babur” and rewrite history. 

Senior advocate Rajeev Dha-

van, arguing the matter for the

Muslim side before a five-judge

bench, said, “Do not go into the

legitimacy of the action of past

rulers. It will open Pandora’s

Box. If Babur gets involved,

Ashoka’s action will also be

judged.” 

Making its arguments, the UP

Sunni Waqf Board made a strong

case for its ownership over the

disputed site in Ayodhya, and

claimed the Hindu side never

sought possession of it for over

100 years until 1989 when the civil

suit was filed for the first time.

A five-judge bench led by Chief

Justice Ranjan Gogoi, is hearing

cross-appeals against the Allaha-

bad high court’s 2010 verdict,

delivered in four civil suits, that

Board chairman. 

Advancing arguments for the

Board, Dhavan stressed that the

mosque was a Waqf property, as

is evident from documentary

proofs including inscriptions,

revenue records, grants and judi-

cial orders. 

Dhavan referred to an 1885

order of the then lower court that

denied title rights to the Hindus.

The Awadh judicial commis-

sioner had upheld the lower court

ruling, he told the bench.

Dhavan said the order only

gave to Hindus prescriptive

rights to worship and not owner-

ship. The order may not be a bind-

ing on the court, he clarified, but

a fact that needs to be considered

by the court before any decision is

given. Dhavan said it was in 1989

that the claim of title was made by

the Hindus. On the 2003 Archaeo-

logical Survey of India (ASI)

report, Dhavan agreed it was an

expert finding. But he said the

report never stated that a temple

was demolished to construct a

mosque. “It (ASI team) may have

found a temple below but there

was no finding to hold that a tem-

ple was pulled down,” he said.

The board also said that the build-

ing was a mosque is accepted by

travellers, gazetteers, Hindu par-

ties and government records. 

Dhavan said that the board has

been in possession throughout

and the claim of ownership by the

Hindus came much later. Posses-

sion, he said, continues with the

title holder until adverse posses-

sion extinguishes it, which is not

there in the present case.

“I have not lost title at all. They

have got a prescriptive right as

they never exercised title rights,”

he argued. At this, Justice DY

Chandrachud, a member of the

bench, pointed out that the Hindu

side could use the same argument

to claim possession of the outer

courtyard as they offered prayers

there.  The judge even felt that the

1885 suit was not a “declaratory

suit”. He also pointed out to the

railing installed on the premises

and said the same might have

been done to divide the property

into two portions.  At this Dhavan

read out the 1885 order and the

eastern door used by the Muslims

throughout was opened for Hin-

dus to let them pray. “It did not

given them possession rights.”
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